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to find a way out of this repugnant piquant situation. Lo and
behold, after his sincere prayers when he opened Ms eyes, he
saw in the place of the old beggar Lord Narayana himself. The
God appeared as a young youthful person. He held in his two
hands the chakra and the conch. He was wearing a shining
crown studded with precious stones. He was also wearing a
number of garlands strung with precious stones. One of his
hands was stretched out in a posture as if to receive the hand of
his would be bride. The rishi was lost in happiness. He praised
the lord for having fulfilled his one and only wish viz, to have
the lord as his son-in-law. The God then smiled and told the
rishi that he was very happy with the unshakeable faith that
the rishi had in Him and He said that henceforth even as the
rishi had predicted His would be wife need not add salt for any
of the preparations that she makes. He said that only saltless
preparation would be eaten by Him with a relish in that place.
He promised to grant any other wish that the rishi may have.
The rishi prayed to God to marry Bhoomidevi and stay on in the
same place so that other devotees could also have His dharshan.
He desired that the place where the Lord appeared before him
should bear his name and be known as Markandeya kshetram
and even as the God had agreed to have his food without salt,
the devotees who come there should also taste only such food
and enjoy it as a gourmet's delicacy. He also prayed that God
may confer moksha on him. God granted all these prayers. He
said that as He had left His heavenly abode (vin ulagam) (in
Tamil means home in the sky) and has come to reside in this
place of his own volition, the place will henceforth be known
as Thiru Vinnagaram. The divine marriage took place in the
month of Aippasi i.e. October-November when the Tiruvonam
star is in the ascendant The temple where the God and the
Goddess reside was built by Visvakarma the divine architect and
the place also came to be known as Aakaasa Nagar.
It is related that Lord Brahma himself came from
Satyalokam to Thiruvinnagaram and celebrated for the first
time the Brahmotsavam for the Lord. The first Brahmotsavam
was performed in the month of Panguni when the ChitMrai star
is in the ascendent* Even today on the same day the Brahmot-
savam is celebrated. The festival is celebrated for 8 days and